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ONE-DAY ACTIVITIES OFFER EDUCATIONAL SUMMER FUN
MISSOULAInquisitive people of all ages can fulfill their lust for learning by taking advantage of the
Montana Natural History Center’s summer field trips and projects.
MNHC’s summer catalog, “Nature Discovery,” features several one-day programs and
events just right for both kids and grownups. (Children 12 and under should be accompanied by
an adult.)
These free or low-cost outings are led by experts from The University of Montana and
Missoula community, offering opportunities to learn about western Montana’s frogs, bees, native
wildflowers and grasses and much more.
The MNHC summer catalog is available free by calling 327-0405, e-mailing
mnhc@montana.com or stopping by the Nature Center at Fort Missoula, located in Post
Headquarters Building T-2. The catalog and registration forms also are available online at
http://www.treasurestate.com/mnhc/.
One-day MNHC programs include:
•

“RiverFest 2000: Celebrating Wildlife & Watersheds” —This annual event features
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a full day of nature walks and presentations, exhibits, educational resources, kids’
activities, volunteer projects and garden tours. It will take place from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, June 24, at the Nature Center at Fort Missoula.
“Amphibian Adventure” —Learn about Montana’s frog populations by joining
scientists in a field study of amphibians from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, July 8.
Participants will learn about species identification, their life cycles and food and
habitat needs. Meet at the Nature Center, where carpools will travel to field
locations in the Bitterroot Valley. Leaders are Bryce Maxell and Chris Funk of
UM’s Amphibian Research Team. Bring a sack lunch and an extra pair of old
shoes that can get wet. The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for kids 12 and under.
“Pollinators and Their Conservation” —Participants will learn about the important
role bees and other pollinators play in the environment, while setting up native bee
refuges to counteract the decline of local pollinator populations. The project will
take place from noon to 2 p.m. Saturday, July 15, at the Nature Center, and will be
led by UM biology Associate Research Professor Penny Kukuk. A $5 donation is
suggested.
“Collecting Wildflower & Native Grass Seeds” - On field trips to Mount Sentinel
and Mount Jumbo, participants will help gather seeds for the restoration of native
wildflowers and grasses. The session runs from 7 p.m. till dusk; meet at John
Toole Park along the Kim Williams Trail (behind the Missoulian offices).
Instructor will be Marilyn Marler, UM weed specialist. A $5 donation is suggested.
“Stargazing Night” —Using telescopes and binoculars, observe galaxies, star
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clusters, nebulae and interesting stars while learning about constellations and the
moon’s features. The stargazing begins at 9 p.m. Friday, Aug. 4 (rain date is Aug.
5), with instructor David Bixby. Meet at the Council Grove State Park parking lot
on Mullan Road. A $5 donation is suggested.
“Seeley Lake Wildlife Watch” —A canoe trip along the Clearwater Canoe Trail to
Seeley Lake will provide ample opportunity for birdwatching, and a visit to a
mammal research site in a nearby forest will offer a chance to learn about lynx and
snowshoe hares. The trip will take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 5,
and is led by UM forestry Associate Professor Scott Mills. The cost is S20 per
participant, which includes transportation; however, the canoe rental fee is extra.
(Or use your own canoe.) Bring a sack lunch.
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